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IN 1910
Auburn, NY

A QUICK LOOK AT
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Seymour Library opened in its new 
location, the Case Memorial Building, in 

1903.
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Connected internally and externally by a 
network of railroad and trolley lines. Five 
railroads handled approximately 90,000 
carloads of freight yearly.

TRAINS & 
TROLLEYS
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● 6 newspapers (2 dailies; 4 weekly/semi-
weekly), 2 telegraph companies, and 2 
telephone companies. 

● Water power and low electric/gas rates attracted 
manufacturers to the area. 

● International Harvester employed 3,000 people 
in its various departments.  Dunn and McCarthy 
produced shoes.Nye and Waite manufactured 
carpets and rugs on 150 looms.  And Columbian 
Rope – employing 1,000 – imported a hundred 
freight car-loads of raw materials every 2 - 3 
weeks and shipped its finished product 
throughout the world.

NEWS & INDUSTRY
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The 1910 Auburn City Directory included 
separate sections for residents from Austria, 
Poland, and Italy.  The school district’s 
evening school focused on the study of 
English and 15 nationalities were 
represented in its enrollment with many 
employed by the manufacturers mentioned.

A growing immigrant 
population
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Challenges
AND HOW TO FACE THEM Your Community. We have an elder 

population that sometimes struggles with 
technology. See if you can provide a safe 
space for group work and be prepared to help 
to build confidence.

Communication. There may be times when 
you reach out to volunteers and not hear back.
Push forward, try finding new volunteers and 
circle back to the missing volunteer at a future 
date. Do they need more training or 
assistance? Do they lack the time to do the 
work?

Volunteer schedules. Everyone works at 
different paces and their lives can get busy. 
To keep things moving, continue training new 
volunteers, be prepared for down periods, and 
pivot when needed (online training as well as 
in-person).

Time. This can be a big investment for those 
overseeing the project and volunteers. Allow 
for breaks and focus on what you can.
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE

HistoryForge

The committee was made up of:
● two representatives from Ithaca History Forge
● two members of the Seymour Library staff
● two staff members from the Cayuga County Historian’s Office
● a representative from South Central Library Council
● a representative from a town historical society

We convened an advisory committee of 8 individuals for the project. The advisory 
committee met monthly throughout the project year to January 2022.
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EXPANDING AUBURN 
HISTORYFORGE

Visualizing History

Adding photographs & images to HistoryForge

The collaborations from the advisory committee lead to 
this subproject, which was our first step in adding 
photographs and other images to the Forge. 
● The images (postcards, stereocards, black and 

white photographs, and color photographs) were 
selected from the collections of Seymour Library 
and the Cayuga County Historian and reflected the 
diversity of Auburn’s residents and neighborhoods.

● Funded through a grant from the South Central 
Regional Library Council’s Technology and 
Digitization Grants.

● Through this project we added 600 images of 
people and residences to Auburn HistoryForge.

● We look forward to future expansion of the visual 
aspects of Auburn HistoryForge.
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Engaging
AUBURNIAN
S● We have trained 21 transcribers to date, which has 
allowed us to continue the project while allowing the 
transcribers to take breaks as their schedules filled 
with other life duties.

● Allows for historians to see Auburn from different 
sides. Where were people living and working? Where 
were the immigrant populations living? Which 
countries were they from at the time? It also shows the 
ethnic population divides throughout the city and how 
that has influenced the Auburn of today. 

● Allows for unseen populations to be seen. Our 
transcribers uncovered interesting facts… 

through local history
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PARKER STREET

● Parker Street features a range of diversity that 
represents Auburn.

● We are using it as a sample of the range of 
information that can be added to HistoryForge.

● During the spring of 2021, an intern from 
Syracuse University assisted us with transcribing 
the 1900 census information for Parker Street and 
building survey information on the houses.

● We plan to add other census years, newspaper 
articles, city directory information, and other 
resources – perhaps even oral histories – to 
further detail this street in the future through 
internships or volunteer hours.

A sample of diversity in Auburn, NY 

A Section of History
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In the future

● Research questions 
regarding the 20th-
century immigrant 
communities (e.g., In 
1910, houses on 
Arlington Avenue had 
boarders from Austria 
and Poland who worked 
at Columbian Rope.  Did 
they move to other areas 
and did they remain 
borders?)

● Impact of Urban 
Renewal (1940/1950 
compared to post-Urban 
Renewal)

● Explore the 
demographics of the 
population surrounding 
the prison.

● Expand data on Black 
community (Extend in-
depth approach from 
Parker Street to 
Chapman and Cornell 
Streets)

POTENTIAL TOPICS FOR RESEARCH
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Thank you

& TO THOSE WHO PROVIDED 
THESE RESOURCES FOR FREE

Slides: SlidesMania
Images: Unsplash

FOR 
ATTENDING

https://slidesmania.com/
https://unsplash.com/


Elmira



About Elmira HistoryForge

Elmira HistoryForge has been working since February 2021

We are currently working to finish the 1910 census of the city of Elmira which 
includes 37,176 citizens.



Reaching the Public
Through Social Media



Volunteers



Advertising our meetings





Teaching the public how and 
why to use HistoryForge



What's going on down on 
Water street?



A massive fire sadly overtook the historic knitting mill building on December 5th in Elmira Heights. The warehouse was once a thriving knitting 
mill. The mill began making wool, cotton and silk goods in 1895 and employed hundreds of people over its 60 plus years.

This spurred our interest in what we could find on Elmira HistoryForge that connected to the knitting mill. We search under the “Industry" filter 
for “knitting mill” employees in the 1910 census, and here is what we found:

Of the currently entered 16,000 records from Elmira’s 1910 census, our search filter revealed 130 people working for knitting mills with over 
30 different job descriptions. A few of the job descriptions were knitters, spinners, shipping clerks, finishers, folders, packers, taggers, 
bleachers, stenographer and bookkeepers. These workers ranged from age 14 to 62 with over 75% of them being female. I found that many 
of the younger 14- to 17-year-olds that were working at such an early age had parents and siblings working along with them.



The Ritz Carriage House for 
sale.

Our 1910 Census shows Daniel Kennedy, President of Kennedy Valve Co, and his family lived in the 
mansion. From the census we can see he and his wife are Irish immigrants, and their sons Matthew and 

Daniel are employed in the family business. The Kennedy family and their descendants lived and raised their 
family there until 1958.



Holidays 



Inquiries from our readers



Inquiries from our readers

Elmira HistoryForge was recently questioned about a backyard find. One of our readers found what he 
believed to be a hitching post in his backyard.

With a little digging we were able to confirm that what he found is indeed a step and hitching post 
combination made here in Elmira.

The step and hitching post was designed and patent May 24, 1871 by Morgan Dyer. Dyer was the 
manufacturer of agricultural implements as well as more decorative cast iron items. He held a patent for 
a scraper plow, and a shared patent under Dyer and Bratt for an iron fence pattern that he produced 
here in Elmira.

*The hitching post has since been donated to our own Chemung County Historical 
Society.



Morgan Dyer’s patented hitching post/step



Volunteers Share their 
“finds”



The everyday people from our past

Our remarkable
ordinary people 



George W. Waters
Elmira HistoryForge "Back in Time Post".
360 W First St Elmira

George W. Waters was a gifted world class artist from right here in Elmira, NY.

We discovered George Waters while entering data from the 1910 census. The census shows; 71 year old Artist George Waters, his wife Sarah and his two adult daughters living at 360 W First 
St. Art was the family occupation; his daughter Mabel was an art teacher and daughter Jean an artist.

George Waters was born in Coventry, NY in 1832. By his later teen years he moved to New York City to pursue his career as an artist. After completing his education and beginning his career as 
an artist, Waters looked to return to the beautiful landscapes of upstate New York. Waters and his wife Sarah moved from NYC to Elmira in 1862 to paint and raise his family.

Eight years after his arrival in Elmira George was hired as the first Director of Art for Elmira College. He retired from this position in 1903, though he continued to paint beautiful landscapes of 
Elmira, Pennsylvania & the Adirondacks until his death in 1912. Waters painted a rich variety of paintings within his 62 years as an artist.

Many well known Elmirans enjoyed his work, and had commissioned Waters to paint for them. Jervis Langdon owned Waters’ painting named “Adirondack Lake in Autumn”, and Samuel 
Clemens had purchased "A ship at sea engulfed in flames".



Charles Ruddick Memorial Day



Esther Hart
The “Bug Lady”



Annie Laura Hill
And the Orphan Trains
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