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Phase 1

Building HistoryForge



Map Layers

• Historic Map Layer 
Construction

• Paste Map Sheets together
• Align points on the map



Census Transcription
• Handwritten census manuscript

• City directories

• Other resources



Linked Records

Census Building Person



Building Records

• Information about the building
• Building name
• Current and historic 

addresses
• Year built/demolished

• Residents (from censuses)



Person Records

Track people across census years/Add photos and other sources



Phase 2

Community users engage with local history



• Use the filter button to search any of 
the fields in a given census year

Search the census like 
never before!



Search results

Explore your search results: in the database on a historic map layer

or 

export them to a csv file for 
further research and analysis.



Place of Birth - Italy

1900 - 25 people 1930 - 494 people





Place of Birth - Italy



Philip Brigandi



Who Lived Here?
Stories in the Data



HistoryForge has been made possible 
in part by the National Endowment 
for the Humanities: Democracy 
demands wisdom.



HistoryForge 
in New York





Community 
Transcription 
Sessions



HistoryForge-Tompkins!



1920 Clock System 
Map



1950 Census Enumerator’s Instructions 



Phyllis 
Whittaker’s 
route April 
1950
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